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Ordered, That the Legislative Research Council be authorized and
directed to make a study and investigation of the constitutional and
statutory authority of the governor to issue executive orders having the
force of law; and that said Council fie its statistical and factual report
hereunder with the Clerk of the House of Representatives on or before
the last Wednesday of February in the year nineteen hundred and
eighty-one.

Adopted:
the House of Representatives, June 27, 1980

By the Senate, in concurrence, June 30, 1980
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL TO THE
SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

To the HOllorable Senate and House of Representatives:

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: - In compliance with the legisla-
tive directive in House, No. 6782 of 1980, the Legislative Research
Council submits herewith a report prepared by the legislative Re-
search Bureau relative to the constitutional and statutory authority of
the Governor to issue executive orders having the force of law.

The Legislative Research Bureau is restri ted by statute 10 "sta-
tistical research and fact-finding." Hence, this report. contains only

ctual matc:rial without recommendations or legislative proposals by
that Bureau. It does not necessaFilyreflect the opinions of the under-
si ned members of tbe Legislative Research Council.

Respectfully submitted,

HE LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH COUNCIL

Sen. ANNA P BUCKLEY of Plymouth Chairman
Rep. MICHAEL J. LOMBARDI of Cambridge. House Chairman
Sen. JOSEPH B. WALSH of Suffolk
Sen. JOHN F. PARKER of Bristol
Sen. ROBERT A. HALL of Worcester
Rep. WILLIAM P NAGLE, JR. of Northampton

ep. IRIS K. HOLLAND of Longmeadow
ep. SHERMAN W. SALTMARSH, JR. of Winchester-
ep. BRUCE.N. FREEMAN of Chelmsford

Rep. CHARLESN. DECAS of Wareham
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL TO THE
lEGISLATIVE RESEARCH COUNCIL

To the Members of the Legislative Research Council:

LADIES AND GENTl,EMEN: - The joint .order House, No.
6782 of 1980, reprinted on the inside of the front cover of this report, 
directed the Legislative Research Council to study and investigate the
constitutional and statutory authority of the Governor to issue execu-
tive orders "having the force of law.

The Legislative Research, Bureau submits such a report herewith. Its
scope and. content have been circumscribed by statutory provisions
which limit Bureau output to factual reports, without recommenda-
tions by the Bureau. The preparation of this report was the primary
responsibility of James Hugh Powers of the Bureau staff.

Respectfully submitted,

DANIEL M. O' SULLJVAN, Director
Legislative Research Bureau






