Old Deluder Satan L aw of 1647

Schools .

I T being one chief projei of that old deluder, Satan, to keep men from the knowledge of
the Scriptures , as in former times keeping them in an unknoYon tongue, [o in thefe later
times by perfwading from the ufe of Tongues, that [o at leaft the true [enfe and meaning

of the Originall might be clowded With falfe gloffes of Saint-feeming-decervers; and that

Learning may not be buried in the graves of our fore-fathers in Church and Common-

Wealth, the Lord affifing our indeavours: it is therfore ordered by this Court and Au-

thoritie therof;

That everie Towufhi(ﬁ in this Jurisdiction, after the Lord hath increafed them to| . i i cown
the number of fifty Houfholders fhall then forthwith appoint one within their Town | Schools fhal
to teach all fuch children asfhall refort to him to write and read, whofe wages thall be | how main-
paid either by the Parents or Mafters of {uch children, or by the Inhabitantsin general |
byway of fupply,as the major part of thofe that order the prudentials of the Town fhall
appoint . Provided that thofe which fend their children be not oppreffed by paying
much more then they can have them taught for in other Towns . Provifo.

2 And it is farther ordered, that where any Town fhall increafe to the number of one

hundred Families or Houfholders they fhal fet upon a Grammar-School, the Mafters
therof being able to inftruct youth {o far as they may be fitted for the Univerfitie . |town negled:

And if any Town neglect the performance heerof above one year then everie fuch town el 5

the next

fhall pay five pounds per annunt. to the next fuch School, till they fhall perform this | s
Order . [1647]
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It being onechief project of that old deluder, Satan, to keep men from the knowledge of the
Scriptures, asin former times keeping them in an unknown tongue, so in these later times by
perswading from the use of tongues, that so at least the true sense and meaning of the Originall
might be clowded by false glosses of Saint-seeming deceivers; and that Learning may not be
buried in the graves of our fore-fathers in Church and Commonwealth, the Lord assisting our
indeavors: it istherefore ordered by this Court and Authoritie therof;

That every Township in this Jurisdiction, after the L ord hath increased them to the number of
fifty Housholders, shall then forthwith appoint one within their town to teach all such children as
shall resort to him to write and read, whose wages shall be paid either by the Parents or Masters
of such children, or by the Inhabitants in general, by way of supply, asthe mgjor part of those that
order the prudentials of the Town shall appoint. Provided that those which send their children be
not oppressed by paying much more then they can have them taught for in other towns.

2 Andit isfurther ordered, that where any town shall increase to the number of one hundred
Families or Housholders, they shall set up a Grammar-Schoal, the Masters thereof being able to
instruct youth so far as they may befitted for the Universitie. And if any town neglect the
performance hereof above one year then everie such town shall pay five pounds per annum to the
next such School, till they shall perform this Order. [1647]
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